The vertical wall panels which exist in both directions of the building
are usually designed to resist the lateral  loads.    If adequate shear
capacity exists in the connections between wall panels in the analysis,
it is reasonable to assume that the wall panels act as a monolithic
assembly.   To determine the distribution of lateral  loads to the various
wall assemblies, the simplified stiffness method is used when the walls
are solid and vertically continuous; if the walls are coupled over
openings, the shear connection, frame analysis or finite element method
is used.   Under lateral loads, serviceability conditions which should be
considered include lateral deflection and dynamic motion as it affects
occupant comfort.

When a local failure due to an abnormal loading is not confined to the
area of initial distress, but spreads either horizontally or vertically
through the structure, it is termed a progressive collapse.    For abnormal
loads it is not the loading but the susceptibility of the building to
progressive collapse which presents the real risk.    Two modes of progres-
sive collapse are defined; that caused by the inability of the structure
to form an alternate path to bridge local damage, and that caused by
insurmountable debris'loading.

Three possible approaches can be employed to reduce the risk of progres-
sive collapse; eliminate the hazards which cause local failure; design
the structure so that the hazard does not cause any local failure; or
allow the local failure to occur but ensure an alternate path for the
load.    Since the nature and magnitude of most abnormal loads are unpre-
dictable, the third approach is advocated.    When a structure has the
ability to bridge over local failure it has what is termed General
Structural Integrity, the principal elements of which are continuity and
ductility of members, of connections, and of the structure as a whole.
This additional continuity and ductility is not usually required to
resist normal loads, but allows the structure to mobilize the reserve
strength needed to resist'progressive collapse.
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